Scenario 1- Elizabeth - Possible Themes / Discussion Points	[image: ]


· Need for decision-specific capacity assessment
· Consideration of fluctuating capacity due to alcohol use, hypoxia, infections
· Autonomy vs inability to weigh risks
· Importance of practicable steps: simplified language, timing, involvement of trusted professionals
· Trauma-informed practice: mistrust of services, prior experiences
· Best Interests vs best medical decision; must consider wishes, feelings, values- possible discussion of the ‘protection imperative’
· MDT roles: GP, respiratory nurse, occupational therapist, social worker, housing, alcohol services, fire service, physiotherapist
· Intersectionality: addiction + poverty + physical health + trauma → increased vulnerability
· Safeguarding duties vs respecting choice- again possible discussion of protection imperative
· Risk of professional bias (e.g., assuming incapacity because she disagrees)

Possible inaction, because of belief that self-neglecting behaviour is seen as a life-style choice, as is alcohol dependency.
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