Scenario 2 - Omar 		[image: ]

Background
Omar is a 45‑year‑old man who sustained a traumatic brain injury (TBI) two years ago following a road traffic accident. He lives alone in a council flat and is known to community neuro-rehabilitation services.
As a result of his injury, Omar experiences:
· Impaired executive functioning
(planning, problem-solving, inhibition, sequencing)
· Reduced short‑term memory
· Slowed processing
· Impulsivity

He takes anti‑seizure medication and medication for anxiety, but compliance is inconsistent.
He receives PIP and ESA. A benefits appointee is not currently in place.

Current Concerns
A safeguarding referral is made by his social landlord and an ABI support worker because:

1. Medication Risks
· Omar frequently forgets doses 
· He refuses blister packs, saying they ‘feel too complicated.’
· He has had two recent seizures thought to be related to non‑adherence.

2. Financial Vulnerability
· A neighbour ‘Darren’ regularly enters his flat and ‘helps’ with bills.
· Omar has given Darren £500 in the last two months.
· Darren has been seen using Omar’s debit card in local shops.
· Omar states: ‘It’s fine- he’s my mate and I owe him’.


3. Excessive Charitable Donations
· Omar donates to multiple charities, including responding impulsively to TV adverts and phone calls.
· Over £700 has been donated within 3 months.
· His bank has flagged unusual transactions and is concerned about scams.
· Omar has limited funds and there’s concerns he’ll build up debt if this continues for any length of time.

Safeguarding Enquiry
A Section 42 safeguarding enquiry is opened due to concerns of:
· Possible financial abuse
· Self-neglect related to medication
· Increased vulnerability due to cognitive impairment

Questions: 
1. What is/are the specific decision(s) the person is needing to make?
2. What practicable steps could you take to support the person to make their own decision(s)?
3. Who is best placed to provide the relevant information and to complete the mental capacity Assessment (if there is more than 1 decision, list separately for each specific decision being made)
4. If you were completing the capacity assessment, what are the most important factors to consider? 
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